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Buckwheat for couch control in 
the summer of the bastard fallow

catch-up in October there were a few lessons learnt and experiences to share.

to broadcast their green manures. In our trials they were not able 

that broadcasted and incorporated seed will emerge 8-10 days 

irrigation. It is understandable that growers when pressed for time 
and resources concentrate on the cash crops, but in many ways 

important crops in the rotation. Which means that sometimes they 

psyche. If he continues with the trials next year then he might 

effect, and not dilute it with other species.

Andy Dibben – Abbey Home Farm

1. 

2. 

Bastard fallow control

Ed Sweetman – Purton House Organic

September. Was too wet to plough in, so was left as a dead 

Dom Van Marsh  (Canalside)



with Westerwolds  (ryegrass) at the end of September. There 
still seems to be a lot of couch in the plot.

was at the end of the rotation after four years of cropping.

Mark Stay (North Aston Organic) 

The plots were then spring tine harrowed on 17th June and sown 

inadequate allowing some weeds to get away (mainly Fat 

September and the residue had died off there was much less 

Matt Dale (also North Aston Organic) 

Buckwheat as a nurse crop at 
Honeydale Farm

days and we often sow in late June or July. It grows when 

an inch deep with an Aitchison tined drill and then broadcast 

between enough and too much. We don’t want to smother our 
leys but we do want to protect the new ley seedlings from hot 

effect on establishment of the ley.  
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